[Aggregation of normal and transformed cells attached to a substrate].
On the surface of the nirtocellulose membrane filter (pore size 0.3--0.5 mem), normal mouse or hamster embryo fibroblasts formed discrete cell aggregates. Behaviour of transformed fibroblast-like cells of 9 different lines was compared with that of normal cells. Cells of 3 transformed lines grew on this substratum as a uniform monolayer displaying no tendency to aggregation. The following 3 cell lines exposed a slightly "patchy" cell distribution on the 3rd--4th day of cultivation but were unable to form discrete aggregates. The remaining 3 lines did form aggregates but the dynamics of aggregation and the final aggregation pattern for two of them were abnormal. Only one of the 9 investigated transformed lines had the normal aggregation behaviour. Hence, in the course of the neoplastic evolution, cells lose their ability fo form aggregates on the filter surface. Mechanisms of cell aggregation and possible reasons of differencies in the aggregation behaviour between normal and transformed cells, are discussed.